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(Morgan in parethesis):

Hugo's father in the lster years of his life &8s I remember
Bim it now, wasn't old erouzh to know too much about it or care too
much about it then - he took to drirking a little too much bootlegged
liquor. Wever would get drunk but he would get feeling pretty good
in

by 1t and he ran a little gstorejwhich I suppose he gave credit to

most of the farmers. Farmers had to live on credit all yesr till they
g0ld the cotton in the fall you know and then they'd go ahead if they
could and pay their debts. W"hen old man Lafsyette Black died, Fugo's
older brother, Lee, took over. In the meantime, Fugo's brother, Verno N,
died. Vernon was by the old folks regarded as the most brilliark

of the Black boys- for some resson. They all thousht of him so. He
was just a young fellow. Older than Hugo. I remember distirctly that
bn those days when a persorn died,they made hig coffin out of boards

and tacked black cloth eround the ouvtside. But it was the custom that
friends came and sat up all night with the corpse. There was no such
thing as undertaking parlors and things like that. Yo such thing as
Injecting them to preserve them. I remember that I felt WWMM L just
had %o go and sit up with Verron along with the others. Uhy, I don't
know. I was just & kid. But I did. I set up a8ll night long. A lot
of the old people did too. 01d men mostly. I think the principle of
: : e

the theory was;that if somebody didn't sit up with them cats or some-
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thing else would come in and chew them up.axs 411 kinds of things

were advanced as reasons for it.
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ﬂ%wwnnosm was the Qooﬁowwv

Then came Pelham. Pelham became a lawyer in Ashlend. But he definitely
became an alcoholic. He finally died on his way home from Talledega

A
where he had wwamcsmdwq>moum to get whiskey and got drunk and headed
home ir the buggy driving the Black's big old white horse, They head

8 horse. The rest of us didn't, for the most part. He drove that

horse off into & mill pond and Pelham snd the horse both were drowred.

ﬁ@ms wag that, wmﬁmﬁdsﬁmv

Oh, that wes iIn AshdBnd. it was between Ashland and Talledega. ﬁmﬁ%\
was while Hugo and I both were still kids.

me liked Pelham very much didnlt womv

Yes, Pelhsm was a brillant men. If he hadn't taken to whigkey he would

have been zreat but that's why Hugo was for so long such an ardent

Prohibitionist.
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Orlando. He was older than Pelhasm. But he had - I think he was
practicing over at a place called Wilsonville, well as I remember it,
Not far from Calers - between there and Talledega somewhere over in that
neck of the woods, I don't remember for sure Just where it was. But
that's why Hugo thought after we couyldn't go together and be lawyers,

he was going to be 2 doctor instead. DBut he didn't stick with it. He
went one yesr to medical school.

mmm stayed an ardent Prohibitionist &idn't Ummwv
Oh Lord, he was s very ardent one. He wouldn't - I think he takes =

1ittle drink now occasionally but not much. He's very careful about

1t. He does 1t only because he thinks he almost hss to when he has

guests who went a drink or take one. I zlways kid him & lot about



not having any when I'm back there. Vhen he comes out here he seldom

will take it even %o thia day.
mWé,mdozw your dad? Was your dad s mﬁowwdwﬂwoswmwﬂv
Oh, everybody was Prohibitionist in the senss that they didn't advocate
saloons and didn't patronize saloons. But everybody - in the country
people, at least - had what they called a community still. They would
make up maybe once a year a supply of homemade liguor. Bveryone would
contribute something - corn or whatever they had to meke first the

is _ petiTe
mash, I think. My earliest recollection of it wes when the Hevensries

We called them, came and got my fether when it was his turn to run the

gone several

n

still., They took him off to Montgomery and he wa
weeks before they finally turned him loose and sent him home I suppose
with an admonition khakxhe to be careful - I dn't kros. They didn't
sell it. They just made it for their own use but it was a community
proposition. .mwmwﬁvomw paerticipated. So there was usually some of
that stuff around the house. Later on when everyuody would go to
Talledega in the fall to sell thelr cotton they'd psck up their egIs
and whatever they had they didn't need it wag & barter business mostly,
Trey'd turn those egzs in for a little sugar and s little coffes
and most part we used what was called long sweebtenen., We made our
oWn syrup &8s a rule and 17 you coocked it a bit too much it would turn
stuff
to sugar and be a8 yellow ooﬁmwoﬁmwmﬁﬁ% That weas called long sweehenen.
Yhite granulated sugar was short sweeberen. That wss what they'd use.

That was the difference ir them. But unless there was comparny every-

body vwould use long sweeteren. 4 barpel of it Ffroze and you'd have

enough to give the nelghbors @ whole lot of it. Somebody killed a



beef or a2 goat cne thing at that time they'd share it wilh 211 the
neighbors cause they couldn't keep it. It wouldr't keep. That's all
thers was to 1t. There was no way to keep it for ary length of time.
But those were barbter days. RNobody had morey that I know of. I think
once amx in & while I got a guerter for Christmas but it vas mighty
rare,

It was the same for Hugo wasn't 1t?

¥ell, not quite so much for town kids. They had s 1ittle bit more, of
course. His father had a store mdmwwwwoogwa get stuff out of the store,.
I suppose. I don't think he ever made ary money to speak of but

you know country kids would sea somebody in town that had a store

and you'd just get the impression that "Good golly, they must be

plenty rich®. Kide idea - impression of 1it.
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You stayed & Democrat out here in Colorsde didn'st uogw_v

Oh yes, Yes I came oubt here in 1910. Spent that firat winbter ir a
tubercular home. In 1511l I read in the newspaper one day that the
bar mmmoowmﬁwon of Summit County was dead. I couldn't gquite under-
stand 1t so I read the ertile ~ just a little skort piece. It said
A4, wH¢mwm“ the only levwyer in Summit County died yesterdsy. Well
I'd never hesrd of a whole county thet didn't have s lawyer ir it

didén't yet have a Colorado licence. My God, I thought a whole

=
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county with nobody in it - no lawyer. I ssid I'm golng up there and
find out about that. So I inquired around to fird out how you'ad
get to Breckenridge, Summit County. I didn't know. I hag no remote

g

i
1des vwhere it was or smmd%w wag. They told me I would have to get on

little U
mﬁwmdwoﬁ gage train down here at the Union Station and that would

h
take me up there. Thst was in Yay of 1911 , the latter part of May.
So I went down and got on that little old train. Down here it wag
hot by then. So I put on my little two pleee Alabama cotton suit and
straw hat and white shoes and white socks sard bvds and no wrap or
coat of any kind and went up to impress the natives. The further we
got out of Denver the colder it g0% ard the more I kept inching over
to this little o0ld mm&s coal stove that heated that coach. Finally we
got up to s little old place called Como and the corductor called
"All out for lunch® and everybody got up end headed out and I followed
them but when I stepped out of the coach the wind caught my straw hat
and rolled 1t way dowr the track and I had to chase it and I was wesk
snyhow from tubercuvlosis. I didnlt have any strength. By the time

I got my hat and gobt back to the btrain he wes sayirg "A11 aboarg®.

Everybody had had their lunch. So I got back on and went on over to
N

N

Breckenridge. DBefore we got there, up on Borses Pass 1t rad started
o gnow and I don't think T had ever geen 10 snow like tnst in Ty

life before. I know I hadn't. Anyhow we finslly got down to the

town and I got off, dressed Jjust as [ told you and wf@%muﬁ wag there,

]

Tverybody was wrapped in fur co8%s, horse blankets and everything

else. And I was about to freeze to desth. 3o ar 01ld fellov who drove

o

8 little olg wagon we called ﬁwﬁgﬁozwa haul the mail snd atuff
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over from tie depot to bthe office gus we on the front sa2t of his
1ittle wagon end put @ horse blarket over me and let wme ride over
there, That wes my entrance into Sumnit County ir 1911. BSus in
1212 they nominated me for dlsgtrict gitorney ard élected me. I

didn't know snybody in the count ardly but I was the only lawyer

In thst county in 3 three county district. It Jjust 8% happened that

the old district attorney decided he wanted to be Glstrict judge so

he was running and he got beat, but £ got elected. So I couldr't

oy

even vote for myself in the primasry. I hadr't ewver been here long

enough, T was 0ld enough to vote by the time the elaction come along.,

L wag elected district atborney. And T wes disbrict attorney when

fugo ran for solicitor dowr in Birmingham. That's when T went back

then to help him out.
Awwﬁﬁ ha was solicitor in Birminghem thet would uh cmv

He was prosecuting attorney. That must have been about l8d&-opedd. 1914

or
nsomewhere along in there I don 't rememter for sure. I krow he ran
fy

agalrst Herrington Heflin who vas the solicltor. EQMMMW Eeflin

came to help out his brother Harripngton. Tom Heflin vas a8 great frierd
of my famidy over in Clay County. And Hugo's family. but anyhov, we
Hugo elected,

AMHSmﬁ was & good job wasn't it? Solicitor sr digtrict mwao%bm%w

Oh yes that is the same sg district sbtorney out hers you see, Hchmm@ k@\
still call it golicitor down there. M

mwwm% changad the neme about four years 8go. Gall it district attorney

now. County solicitor is atill county solicitor but it's 3istrict

°

attorney for the uh
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campalan., 5o we were pltted sgainst both Tom ard his ddowﬁmwbwwms.
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AMOQ d1d you run bhat campsizn? How'd it momu
211l I don't know that I car. remenber 211 @m\wwm details. I remember

there were sbout five - at least five cardidates. fAnd Heflir wag in



office and had been. After I got down there ard we got 8 csucus with
Albert Lee Smith and the rest of us we decided the orly ore hope we
hzd to elect Hugo probably was to try to convince the public that he
wag bhe only one that could beat Heflin. Heflin, of course, eny disg-
trict zttornsy hes certsin enemles. He makes them z s he goes along,

you know and the longer he's in the more he has as 3 rule, I used
out
to tell them tewn here even, You're a2 son of a bitch kfxysx to half
of them il you do and a8 sor of a bitch to the other half if you don't,
30 we declded then that we had to emphasize that in some way so we
had mireads of litsle old oo@mwmg cards printed - not much blzger
than your firger. All it hed on it was "Black or Heflin - which?"
And we had those printed by, I guess the hundreds of thousends and
all of Hugo's workers got out. WYe'd go dowr on the street and just
glve them out Lo 2nybody that would come slong. "Black or Heflin'.
In almost ro time the other fellows tried the same thing. They zot

_ . . e v -k %«V .
a8 different card saying but we had the lead. Ve'd

gotten 1t out first and originated the idea axd >80 Hugo beat the

f

whole bench of them including Harrington.
mms campalgns back then were there meny debates? many speech mekings
li

Lot very much. mgmomam%m & few but most of it was just contactlng

Gettin seeing oA /S /
peopls. Sa.out and sag bhem. Callisn them., Sheking hands with bhem.
Vihen Hugo first came over there of course I hsd many more frlends in
Birmingham thern he dld cause I had been there longer snd I was right
actlve In churech work out at the »ld Ruhems churceh there ngrﬁ}zyw m&@@%ﬁ\

Ruhama mmwwmwmv

Yes, I was active there 2nd Baraca Vood an’ zot Hugo to toke a 1ittle



